
 
Monday, 11

th
 July  

Great Britain   16  Northern Ireland 6 
England  12  USA   10 
 

Tuesday, 12
th

 July  
 England  10  Great Britain  8 
 Northern Ireland 12  USA   11 
 
Thursday, 14

th
 July  

 England  11  Northern Ireland 17 
 Great Britain  18  USA   11 
 
Saturday, 16

th
 July (3

rd
 & 4

th
 play off)  

 Northern Ireland 5  USA   12 
 
Sunday, 17

th
 July ï International Pony Club Final  

 Great Britain  13  England  7 
 

Day 1  
10.00 a.m. ï Great Britain v. Northern Ireland  
The start of this match was slightly delayed, due to a pitch inspection after heavy rain 
the night before, but once under way Great Britain and Northern Ireland played 6 x 6 
mins chukkas and after an exciting game with good defence skills from both sides, 
Great Britain took the honours winning 16 goals to 6. 
 
2.00 p.m. ï England v. USA  
After  brilliant  goals  by England  No.1ôs  George Boisseau and Morgan Griffiths, 
England beat the USA by 12 goals to 10.  Englandôs No. 2 Katy Wise and No. 3 
Sammy Connors and Louie Cornforth gave some solid defending after the USA 
started to pull back goals in the last two chukkas with their No. 1 Evan Vallee.  It was 
nice to see Chris Chennells back in the saddle as umpire for this match after six 
months rest with a shoulder injury. 
 
Day 2 
12.00 p.m. ï England v. Great Britain  
No.1ôs  Hetta Carthew,  Harriet  Price  & Layla Henshaw (Great Britain), George 
Boisseau & Morgan Griffiths (England) showed great tactics and ball skills in this ex-
hilarating contest.  The pressure was on Great Britain for the last two chukkas when 
Layla Henshaw took over the No. 1 shirt as Harrietôs horse slipped and fell.  Harriet 
was slightly shaken and sat out the remaining chukkas.  Olivia and Rosie Hamilton, 
Sammy Connors, Louie Cornforth and Katy Wise  were  again  great  in  defence.  
England eventually got the upper edge and beat Great Britain by 10 goals to 8.  Ja-
son Webb, a top UK Polocrosse player with the UKPA, took charge of the England 
team for this match, whilst Tom Simkin looked after Great Britain.  Jason certainly 
fired up the England Team after talking tactics and game plans before the match. 
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The field should 

be reasonably flat.  

It is 146.5m (160 

yds) long by 55m 

(60 yds) wide, 

wtith goal posts 

2.5m (8 ft) apart at 

each end.  

 

27.5m (30 yds) 

from each end 

there is a line 

across the field 

which is called 

the ópenalty lineô 

and encloses the 

ógoal scoring 

areaô 

Whenever an 

attempt at goal 

fails, No. 3 

throws the ball 

back into play 

from just behind 

the penalty line.  

4.00 p.m. ï Northern Ireland v. USA  
If you wanted a nail biting contest this was the one!   
No.1ôs William Armstrong and Emily McCleane for Northern Ireland continued to 
claw back the goals to get level with USA.  Unfortunately Emilyôs horse went lame 
in the 3

rd
 chukka and after frantic changes of polo shirts by both boys and girls, 

the No. 1 shirt was taken up by Nial Auret for Northern Ireland.   Both Nial and 
William raced down the field each time to score the remaining goals.  Matt Fynn 
also gave the USA a hard time in defence whilst Nick Balogh (USA) pegged back 
four goals to take the USA ahead whilst Peter Balogh and Katherine Hanagan 
(USA) continued to give trouble to Northern Ireland.  Great defending also by Matt 
Fynn, Emily McCleane and the Graham sisters, Lizzy and Rachael and Rebecca 
Mackey.  After brilliant team work, pick up and ball skills by a very flexible William 
Armstrong and Lizzy & Rachael Graham, Northern Ireland again took the lead in 
the last chukka to win by 12 goals to 11.  An exhilarated Northern Ireland team 
couldnôt believe their luck.   A great  display  of polocrosse from both Northern 
Ireland and the USA team and definitely players to watch for the future. 
 
Day 3 ï This was a day of sightseeing for all teams visiting Warwick Castle 
and Stratford on Avon with a Fish & Chip Supper at Barnabyôs Restaurant in 
Stratford on Avon.  
 
Day 4 
10.00 a.m. ï England v. Northern Ireland  
Another  exciting  game  between  these  two teams, with the No.1ôs, Morgan  
Griffiths, George Boisseau (England) and William Armstrong & Emily McCleane, 
taking on this vital position.  After the 3rd chukka, Northern Ireland drew ahead by 
9 ï 1 after a quick turn of foot by William Armstrong.   Morgan Griffiths started to 
pull  back  the  deficit  with  some  brilliant play and going into the last chukka 
England  were behind by 10 goals to 16.  Northern Ireland stormed to victory 
beating England eventually by 17 ï 11.   
 

2.00 p.m. ï Great Britain v. USA  
Brilliant play again from the No. 1ôs Hetta Carthew, Layla Henshaw, Chris Milburn, 
Harriet Price  and  their  team  of  great  defenders, Henry Christiansen, Emily 
Gilfillan, Olivia Miller.  Great Britain led by 9 ï 4 after the third chukka with great 
goals by Hetta and Layla to take the lead.  Harriet Price made a great reverse 
pick up to pass the ball to Layla to score another goal. 
After the 5

th
 chukka Great Britain lead by 15 ï 8 and going into the last chukka, 

team nerves started to creep in, but after Chris Milburn took up the No. 1 shirt, 
Great Britain won the game by 18 ï 11. 
 
Day 5 
This was another rest day for Pony Club teams.  
 
Day 6 
Saturday, 16

th
 July  

2.00 p.m. ï Northern Ireland v. USA  
Heavy  rain  at  the  start of the day made for muddy conditions on pitch 2 and 
attempts at goals in the 1

st
 chukka also proved difficult due to the strong winds.  

Northern Ireland No. 1ôs, Emily McCleane and William Armstrong continued to 
score goals  for their team with a brilliant back up from their defence, Rachael 
Graham, Matt Fynn, Lizzy Graham, Rebecca Mackey and Nial Auret.  At the end 
of the 4

th
 chukka USA were leading by 8 ï 4. 

 
Going into the last two chukkas USA continued to pick the ball up out of the mud 
and the final score was 12 ï 5 to the USA after some good goals from the USA 
No.1ôs, Peter Balogh and Evan Vallee. 
 
After the match both teams decided to have a mud wrestle on the pitch to the 
amusement of the photographers and bysanders. 
 
3

rd
 placed team was USA, 4

th
 placed team - Northern Ireland, who had missed the 

Final by one goal after Thursdayôs chukkas. 

Directly in front 

of each goal 

there is a semi -

circle of 10m (11 

yds) radius.  A 

goal can only be 

scored if it is 

th row n f rom 

outside this semi

-circle, but inside 

the goal scoring 

area. 
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Day 7 
Sunday, 17

th
 July  

2.00 p.m. ï Great Britain v. England ï International Pony Club Final  
The World Cup pitch was used for the final between Great Britain and England in 
front of officials, sponsors and the numerous spectators who came to support The 
Pony Club teams. 
 
Great Britain led after the 2

nd
 chukka by 6 ï 0 but Englandôs No. 1ôs, Morgan Griffiths 

and George Boisseau produced brilliant goals on the board for England in the 3
rd

 
chukka.  Hetta Carthewôs horse went off slightly lame after contact with another 
horse in this chukka.  Chris Milburn for Great Britain scored a brilliant goal in the 4

th
 

chukka  which  took  them  ahead by 10 ï 6.  The final score was 13 ï 7 to Great 
Britain. 
 
Presentations were made in the hospitality marquee by Caroline Spelman, MP for 
Meriden and Secretary of State for DEFRA who gave out medals to the winning 
teams for the World Cup, International Challenge and International Pony Club.  All 
Pony Club team members were given placing rosettes and salvers by Dave Brookes, 
Chairman of The Pony Club Polocrosse Committee. 
 
The best horse and rider combination overall during The Pony Club matches was 
won by William Armstrong (Northern Ireland) on his own horse Lucci.  William was 
presented  with  a  horse rug (kindly donated by Dave Brookes) and a horse head 
trophy. 
 
Congratulations and well done to everyone who took part in this prestigious World 

Cup event, one I am sure you will never forget.  By Hannah Clack, Polocrosse Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
  

A player carrying 

the ball in his 

stick must carry it 

on his stick side, 

i.e. right handed 

players carry it on 

the off side of the 

pony, left -handed 

players on the 

near-side.  

The maximum 

length of a chukka 

is 8 minutes but 

usually 6 minutes 

is normal and 

there is a 2 minute 

change -over time 

between chukkas.  

Each section of a 

team shall change 

over and play in 

t he  oppos i t e 

d i r e c t i o n  i s 

s u c c e s s i v e 

chukkas  

Hitting at an 

opponentôs stick, 

either to dislodge 

the ball or prevent 

him from gaining 

possession of it, 

is allowed in an 

upward direction 

only.  Hitting 

down is not 

allowed as the 

pony might be hit.  

 

Great Britain & England team celebrate 1st & 2nd at Onley 
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MY EXPERIENCE AT THE POLOCROSSE WORLD CUP BY HETTA CARTHEW  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Though 2 weeks camping in a field with three horses and 2 dogs in wet and windy 
Rugby  may not seem like everyoneôs idea of heaven,  itôs what we Carthews love 
most! Well perhaps not the camping but rather the chance to play the most exciting 
and brilliant game on horseback!  
 
This year the UK hosted the Polocrosse World Cup, which takes place every four 
years and sees the top 8 countries in the world battle it out for the ultimate title. The 
International Pony Club Challenge ran alongside this World Cup with teams from 
USA, Ireland, England and Great Britain.  I was lucky enough to be selected for the 
Great Britain team and joined my team mates at Rugby Polo Club in Onley on the 7

th
 

July.  
 
In typical polocrosse fashion, we had the landrover, trailer and my little car packed to 
the brim with kit and clutter which would last us the 10 days camping that lay ahead. 
On arrival we were greeted by Rugbyôs infamous rainstorms however somehow we 
managed to set up pens, (for the horses) and tents for ourselves. The next couple of 
days saw some intensive training and team bonding sessions with our coach, Tom 
Simkin. This was a great chance to really get to know one another properly and 
learn to play to each otherôs strengths and weaknesses in preparation for our first 
game against Northern Ireland.  
 
Following a great game against 
Ireland where we came out the 
victors with a 10 goal lead we felt 
hugely confident, perhaps a little 
too confident it turned out. Our 
next game was against England, 
our fellow team whom we had 
trained with and whom we knew 
very well.  After only a chukka 
we realised that we had totally 
underestimated our opposing 
team who had come out fighting 
for all they were worth. We did 
manage to pull back to several goals making the score 10 -8 however England were 
the better team on the day and weôd got a serious reality check! Ultimately this was 
possibly the best thing that happened to us as it made us realise how hard we 
needed to work if we really wanted to win. We needed to want every game as if it 
were the final and our chance to do this was against the USA who we played on the 
Thursday.  

 

If you require 

equipment please 

look on  Tony 

S h e a r i n g ô s 

website, which is 

www.equineweb.

com, for all your 

p o l o c r o s s e 

equipment.  

A Pony Club kit 

consists of 6 

s t a n d a r d 

p o l o c r o s s e 

racquets plus 

sports grip, 2 

Milner polocrosse 

match balls, 6 

bibs, 2 x 1ôs, 2 x 

2ôs and 2 x 3ôs, 1 

Bennett Kit Bag 

which holds up to 

15 racquets, balls, 

bibs, etc and a 

p o l o c r o s s e 

training video for 

a reduced price to 

P o n y  C l u b 

Branches and 

Centres.  


